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BEST DAWG RESCUE (DAWG) FENCE POLICY 

DAWG does not accept or recommend electric/invisible fences as a safe method of containment for dogs. There are several reasons for this policy, including the following:

· Electricity and batteries fail.

· An owner may forget to put the battery collar on the dog, it may fall off, or it might not fit properly. 

· A dog frightened by thunder or fireworks, or intent on chasing/following an animal or person, may not think about being shocked as he escapes the yard. 

· Once out of the yard, an escaped dog may be unwilling to be re-shocked by returning to the yard.

· Accessible yards allow free access by wild or stray animals, malicious individuals and thieves. 

Dog behaviorists suggest that dogs shocked by invisible fences may develop fear of or aggression toward what they believe is the source of the shock (kids riding by on bikes, a mail carrier, the dog next door, etc.). Behaviorists also advise that invisible fences may encourage dogs to attempt escaping because they may associate the yard with pain, i.e., once they get out of the yard, the pain goes away. In fact, shock when reentering the yard can cause dogs to believe that they are being punished for returning home. 

DAWG recommends complete, physical fencing of a yard so a dog can exercise freely with minimal danger. The best fencing is privacy fencing, because a dog cannot see through it and therefore is less likely to go over or under it.  Note that chain link fences can be climbed, as can other fencing with horizontal bars. DAWG frequently recommends fence modifications including fortifying the bottom with pavers, and screening staked along the bottom if a dog is likely to dig out. DAWG also recommends extending fencing height as a deterrent to dogs who are agile enough to jump over a fence. 

All dogs must be constantly supervised in their yards for their safety. Dogs of any size can scale fences within minutes of an owner’s inattention. Physical fencing is not a guarantee of safety, because children and delivery services can leave gates open, and other animals such as bats, bees and snakes can gain access to yards. DAWG recommends checking on the condition of fencing and digging/jumping deterrents on a regular basis, securing all gates with locks, and installing outdoor floodlights to illuminate the entire yard so that a dog’s “adventures” in the yard are clearly seen at night. 

For further information or questions, please contact us at dawg@dawg-rescue.org.
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